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SUBJECT: MESSAGES FROM SECRETARY TO PRIME MINISTER CARAMAN- 
LIS ANDFOREIGN MINISTER PAPALIGOURAS 

1 . EMBASSY REQUESTED TO CONVEY FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM 
SECRETARY TO PRIME MINISTER: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: I WANT TO LET YOU KNOW HOW MUCH 

1 ENJOYED THE OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT WITH YOU IN ATHENS A 
WEEK AGO AND HOW MUCH I APPRECIATE THE NEW INSIGHTS I 
GAINED INTO THE SITUATION IN GREECE AND THE EASTERN MEDI- 
TERRANEAN. I CAME AWAY SHARING YOUR VIEW THAT TOGETHER 
WE MUST CONTINUE TO WORK TO ASSURE THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN 
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GREECE AND THE UNITED STATES REMAIN SOLID AND THAT WE 
SHOULD LOSE NO OPPORTUNITY TO IMPROVE UPON THIS RELATION 
SHIP AS BEFITS OUR HISTORY AS FRIENDS AND ALLIES. 

CERTAINLY, WE MUST DO OUR UTMOST TO PREVENT MISUNDERSTAND- 
INGS FROM HINDERING THE PROCESS OF IMPROVING THIS RELA- 
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TIONSHIP. I FULLY APPRECIATED, THEREFORE, YOUR CONCERN 
OVER THE ADMINISTRATION S PROPOSALS ON SECURITY ASSISTANCE 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 1979, WHICH WAS CONVEYED TO ME FIRST BY 

MR. MILLS AND THEN PERSONALLY BY AMBASSADOR ALEXANDRAKIS. 
WE UNDERSTAND THE QUESTIONS WHICH MAY BE RAISED IN GREECE 
CONCERNING THESE ASSISTANCE LEVELS, BUT I WOULD HOPE 
THAT YOU WILL ALSO APPRECIATE THE FACTORS WHICH LED TO 
THESE PROPOSALS. 

AS YOU ARE DOUBTLESS AWARE, THE BUDGET PROCESS IN THE 
UNITED STATES - AS IN MANY OTHER NATIONS - HAS A TIMING 
AND PACE INDEPENDENT FROM FOREIGN POLICY AND OTHER CON- 
CERNS. WHEN PLANNING BEGAN MANY MONTHS AGO FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 1979, CERTAIN ASSUMPTIONS HAD TO BE MADE. GIVEN THE 
ADVANCED STATE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS OF THE US-GREEK DEFENSE 
COOPERATION AGREEMENT AND THE STATUS OF A SIMILAR AGREEMENT 
WITH TURKEY, THE ADMINISTRATION CONCLUDED THAT IT WAS MOST 
LIKELY THAT THE AGREEMENTS WOULD ENTER INTO FORCE SOME 
TIME IN CALENDAR YEAR 1978, AND CERTAINLY BEFORE SEPTEM- 
BER 30, 1979. THUS, IT SEEMED APPROPRIATE THAT THE PRO- 
POSALS FOR FISCAL YEAR 1979 REFLECT FIRST- YEAR LEVELS OF 
BOTH THE GREEK AND TURKISH DCA'S. THE DECISION TO FRAME 
THESE PROPOSALS IN STRICT ACCORDANCE WITH THE AGREEMENTS 
STEMMED FROM OUR DESIRE TO TREAT TWO ALLIES, GREECE AND 
TURKEY, IN AN EVEN-HANDED MANNER. 
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WE HAVE ALSO FOUND WE CANNOT JUSTIFY PROPOSING GRANT 
ASSISTANCE, IN THE ABSENCE OF SPECIFIC COMMITMENTS PRO- 
VIDED FOR IN A BILATERAL AGREEMENT, BECAUSE OUR CONGRESS 
HAS LEGISLATED THAT THERE BE A SHIFT IN EMPHASIS FROM 
GRANT ASSISTANCE TO CREDIT SALES FOR RELATIVELY DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES. CONSEQUENTLY, ONLY FOUR NATIONS ARE SCHEDULED 
TO RECEIVE GRANT ASSISTANCE IN THE NEXT FISCAL YEAR. 

THEREFORE, GREECE, AFTER ITS BRILLIANT ECONOMIC RECOVERY, 
COULD NOT BY GENERALLY APPLIED STANDARDS BE A RECIPIENT 
OF GRANT AID WITHOUT A DEFENSE COOPERATION AGREEMENT 
PROVIDING FOR SUCH ASSISTANCE. 

I AM CERTAIN AMBASSADOR ALEXANDRAKIS HAS FORWARDED A FULL 
ACCOUNT OF OUR MEETING ON JANUARY 30. HOWEVER, IF DOUBTS 
STILL PERSIST, I URGE YOU TO ADVISE ME SO THAT WE CAN 
QUICKLY AND IN GOOD FAITH RESOLVE THIS ISSUE TO OUR MUTUAL 
SATISFACTION. THERE WILL ALWAYS BE TIMES WHEN OUR PER- 
CEPTIONS ON CERTAIN ISSUES WILL DIFFER. THIS IS ONLY 
NATURAL. FOLLOWING OUR RECENT DISCUSSIONS IN ATHENS, 

I AM CONVINCED MORE THAN EVER THAT IN THESE INSTANCES WE 
CAN WORK TOGETHER TO ENSURE THAT THE PROCESS OF BUILDING 
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A FIRMER US-GREEK RELATIONSHIP IS NOT HARMED. 

I RECALL THE STRONG DESIRE YOU EXPRESSED IN OUR DISCUSSIONS 
TO SPEED UP THE PROCESS OF CLARIFYING GREECE'S RELATIONSHIP 

WITH NATO. IMMEDIATELY UPON MY RETURN, I ASKED THAT A 
THOROUGH REVIEW BE UNDERTAKEN SO THAT WE MIGHT HELP FACI- 
LITATE AN EXPEDITIOUS RESOLUTION OF THE GREEK-NATO ISSUE. 

WE NOW HAVE THIS ISSUE UNDER ACTIVE CONSIDERATION, AND I 
WANT TO REITERATE OUR INTENTION TO BE AS HELPFUL AS 
POSSIBLE IN THIS PROCESS. WE WOULD CERTAINLY ALSO BE 
PLEASED TO RECEIVE ANY FURTHER VIEWS YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS 
ON THIS SUBJECT. 

AS I PROMISED YOU, WE ARE MOVING AHEAD QUICKLY ON THE 
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NOMINATION OF AMBASSADOR MCCLOSKEY AND I EXPECT THAT AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT WILL BE MADE SHORTLY. I LOOK FORWARD TO 
HAVING BOB MCCLOSKEY IN ATHENS AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE 
DATE SO THAT WE CAN STRENGTHEN OUR CONTACT WITH YOU AND 
YOUR GOVERNMENT. 

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU AGAIN ON BEHALF OF MY WIFE AND 
OUR ENTIRE PARTY FOR THE CORDIAL RECEPTION AND GENEROUS 
HOSPITALITY SHOWN US IN ATHENS. 

SINCERELY, CYRUS VANCE. END TEXT. 

2. EMBASSY SHOULD CONVEY FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY 
TO FOREIGN MINISTER PAPALIGOURAS: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR MR. MINISTER: 

I APPRECIATED THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH YOU DURING MY 
VISIT TO ATHENS LAST WEEK. OUR DISCUSSIONS WERE INDEED 
MOST VALUABLE AND WERE CARRIED OUT IN A SPIRIT AND ATMOS- 
PHERE WHICH SHOULD CHARACTERIZE AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 
BETWEEN TWO OLD AND TRUSTED ALLIES. I AM WRITING 
SEPARATELY TO THE PRIME MINISTER TO FOLLOW UP ON OUR DIS- 
CUSSIONS IN ATHENS AS WELL AS TO SET FORTH OUR THINKING 
ON ANOTHER IMPORTANT MATTER WHICH I KNOW IS OF MAJOR CON- 
CERN TO THE GREEK GOVERNMENT. 

I LOOK FORWARD TO A CONTINUING CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH 
YOU AND, ONCE AGAIN, I WISH TO THANK YOU FOR THE HOSPITALI- 
TY AND COURTESY WHICH WAS EXTENDED TO OUR PARTY DURING OUR 
MEMORABLE VISIT TO ATHENS. 
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SINCERELY, CYRUS VANCE. END TEXT. VANCE 
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1 . EMBASSY REQUESTED TO CONVEY FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM 
SECRETARY TO PRIME MINISTER: 
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BEGIN TEXT: 
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DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: I WANT TO LET YOU KNOW HOW MUCH 
I ENJOYED THE OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT WITH YOU IN ATHENS A 
WEEK AGO AND HOW MUCH I APPRECIATE THE NEW INSIGHTS I 
GAINED INTO THE SITUATION IN GREECE AND THE EASTERN MEDI- 
TERRANEAN. I CAME AWAY SHARING YOUR VIEW THAT TOGETHER 
WE MUST CONTINUE TO WORK TO ASSURE THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN 
GREECE AND THE UNITED STATES REMAIN SOLID AND THAT WE 
SHOULD LOSE NO OPPORTUNITY TO IMPROVE UPON THIS RELATION 
SHIP AS BEFITS OUR HISTORY AS FRIENDS AND ALLIES. 

CERTAINLY, WE MUST DO OUR UTMOST TO PREVENT MISUNDERSTAND- 
INGS FROM HINDERING THE PROCESS OF IMPROVING THIS RELA- 
TIONSHIP. I FULLY APPRECIATED, THEREFORE, YOUR CONCERN 
OVER THE ADMINISTRATION S PROPOSALS ON SECURITY ASSISTANCE 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 1979, WHICH WAS CONVEYED TO ME FIRST BY 

MR. MILLS AND THEN PERSONALLY BY AMBASSADOR ALEXANDRAKIS. 
WE UNDERSTAND THE QUESTIONS WHICH MAY BE RAISED IN GREECE 
CONCERNING THESE ASSISTANCE LEVELS, BUT I WOULD HOPE 
THAT YOU WILL ALSO APPRECIATE THE FACTORS WHICH LED TO 
THESE PROPOSALS. 

AS YOU ARE DOUBTLESS AWARE, THE BUDGET PROCESS IN THE 
UNITED STATES - AS IN MANY OTHER NATIONS - HAS A TIMING 
AND PACE INDEPENDENT FROM FOREIGN POLICY AND OTHER CON- 
CERNS. WHEN PLANNING BEGAN MANY MONTHS AGO FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 1979, CERTAIN ASSUMPTIONS HAD TO BE MADE. GIVEN THE 
ADVANCED STATE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS OF THE US-GREEK DEFENSE 
COOPERATION AGREEMENT AND THE STATUS OF A SIMILAR AGREEMENT 
WITH TURKEY, THE ADMINISTRATION CONCLUDED THAT IT WAS MOST 
LIKELY THAT THE AGREEMENTS WOULD ENTER INTO FORCE SOME 
TIME IN CALENDAR YEAR 1978, AND CERTAINLY BEFORE SEPTEM- 
BER 30, 1979. THUS, IT SEEMED APPROPRIATE THAT THE PRO- 
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POSALS FOR FISCAL YEAR 1979 REFLECT FIRST- YEAR LEVELS OF 
BOTH THE GREEK AND TURKISH DCA'S. THE DECISION TO FRAME 
THESE PROPOSALS IN STRICT ACCORDANCE WITH THE AGREEMENTS 
STEMMED FROM OUR DESIRE TO TREAT TWO ALLIES, GREECE AND 
TURKEY, IN AN EVEN-HANDED MANNER. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


WE HAVE ALSO FOUND WE CANNOT JUSTIFY PROPOSING GRANT 
ASSISTANCE, IN THE ABSENCE OF SPECIFIC COMMITMENTS PRO- 
VIDED FOR IN A BILATERAL AGREEMENT, BECAUSE OUR CONGRESS 
HAS LEGISLATED THAT THERE BE A SHIFT IN EMPHASIS FROM 
GRANT ASSISTANCE TO CREDIT SALES FOR RELATIVELY DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES. CONSEQUENTLY, ONLY FOUR NATIONS ARE SCHEDULED 
TO RECEIVE GRANT ASSISTANCE IN THE NEXT FISCAL YEAR. 
THEREFORE, GREECE, AFTER ITS BRILLIANT ECONOMIC RECOVERY, 
COULD NOT BY GENERALLY APPLIED STANDARDS BE A RECIPIENT 
OF GRANT AID WITHOUT A DEFENSE COOPERATION AGREEMENT 
PROVIDING FOR SUCH ASSISTANCE. 

I AM CERTAIN AMBASSADOR ALF.XANDR ARTS HAS FORWARDED A FULL 
ACCOUNT OF OUR MEETING ON JANUARY 30. HOWEVER, IF DOUBTS 
STILL PERSIST, I URGE YOU TO ADVISE ME SO THAT WE CAN 
QUICKLY AND IN GOOD FAITH RESOLVE THIS ISSUE TO OUR MUTUAL 
SATISFACTION. THERE WILL ALWAYS BE TIMES WHEN OUR PER- 
CEPTIONS ON CERTAIN ISSUES WILL DIFFER. THIS IS ONLY 
NATURAL. FOLLOWING OUR RECENT DISCUSSIONS IN ATHENS, 

I AM CONVINCED MORE THAN EVER THAT IN THESE INSTANCES WE 
CAN WORK TOGETHER TO ENSURE THAT THE PROCESS OF BUILDING 
A FIRMER US-GREEK RELATIONSHIP IS NOT HARMED. 

I RECALL THE STRONG DESIRE YOU EXPRESSED IN OUR DISCUSSIONS 
TO SPEED UP THE PROCESS OF CLARIFYING GREECE'S RELATIONSHIP 

WITH NATO. IMMEDIATELY UPON MY RETURN, I ASKED THAT A 
THOROUGH REVIEW BE UNDERTAKEN SO THAT WE MIGHT HELP FACI- 
LITATE AN EXPEDITIOUS RESOLUTION OF THE GREEK-NATO ISSUE. 

WE NOW HAVE THIS ISSUE UNDER ACTIVE CONSIDERATION, AND I 
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WANT TO REITERATE OUR INTENTION TO BE AS HELPFUL AS 
POSSIBLE IN THIS PROCESS. WE WOULD CERTAINLY ALSO BE 
PLEASED TO RECEIVE ANY FURTHER VIEWS YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS 
ON THIS SUBJECT. 

AS I PROMISED YOU, WE ARE MOVING AHEAD QUICKLY ON THE 
NOMINATION OF AMBASSADOR MCCLOSKEY AND I EXPECT THAT AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT WILL BE MADE SHORTLY. I LOOK FORWARD TO 
HAVING BOB MCCLOSKEY IN ATHENS AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE 
DATE SO THAT WE CAN STRENGTHEN OUR CONTACT WITH YOU AND 
YOUR GOVERNMENT. 

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU AGAIN ON BEHALF OF MY WIFE AND 
OUR ENTIRE PARTY FOR THE CORDIAL RECEPTION AND GENEROUS 
HOSPITALITY SHOWN US IN ATHENS. 

SINCERELY, CYRUS VANCE. END TEXT. 
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2. EMBASSY SHOULD CONVEY FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY 
TO FOREIGN MINISTER PAPALIGOURAS: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR MR. MINISTER: 

I APPRECIATED THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH YOU DURING MY 
VISIT TO ATHENS LAST WEEK. OUR DISCUSSIONS WERE INDEED 
MOST VALUABLE AND WERE CARRIED OUT IN A SPIRIT AND ATMOS- 
PHERE WHICH SHOULD CHARACTERIZE AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 
BETWEEN TWO OLD AND TRUSTED ALLIES. I AM WRITING 
SEPARATELY TO THE PRIME MINISTER TO FOLLOW UP ON OUR DIS- 
CUSSIONS IN ATHENS AS WELL AS TO SET FORTH OUR THINKING 
ON ANOTHER IMPORTANT MATTER WHICH I KNOW IS OF MAJOR CON- 
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CERN TO THE GREEK GOVERNMENT. 

I LOOK FORWARD TO A CONTINUING CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH 
YOU AND, ONCE AGAIN, I WISH TO THANK YOU FOR THE HOSPITALI- 
TY AND COURTESY WHICH WAS EXTENDED TO OUR PARTY DURING OUR 
MEMORABLE VISIT TO ATHENS. 

SINCERELY, CYRUS VANCE. END TEXT. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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SUBJECT: MESSAGES FROM SECRETARY TO PRIME MINISTER CARAMAN- 
LIS ANDFOREIGN MINISTER PAPALIGOURAS 

1 . EMBASSY REQUESTED TO CONVEY FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM 
SECRETARY TO PRIME MINISTER: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: I WANT TO LET YOU KNOW HOW MUCH 
I ENJOYED THE OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT WITH YOU IN ATHENS A 
WEEK AGO AND HOW MUCH I APPRECIATE THE NEW INSIGHTS I 
GAINED INTO THE SITUATION IN GREECE AND THE EASTERN MEDI- 
TERRANEAN. I CAME AWAY SHARING YOUR VIEW THAT TOGETHER 
WE MUST CONTINUE TO WORK TO ASSURE THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN 
GREECE AND THE UNITED STATES REMAIN SOLID AND THAT WE 
SHOULD LOSE NO OPPORTUNITY TO IMPROVE UPON THIS RELATION- 
SHIP AS BEFITS OUR HISTORY AS FRIENDS AND ALLIES. 

CERTAINLY, WE MUST DO OUR UTMOST TO PREVENT MISUNDERSTAND- 
INGS FROM HINDERING THE PROCESS OF IMPROVING THIS RELA- 
TIONSHIP. I FULLY APPRECIATED, THEREFORE, YOUR CONCERN 
OVER THE ADMINISTRATION S PROPOSALS ON SECURITY ASSISTANCE 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 1979, WHICH WAS CONVEYED TO ME FIRST BY 
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MR. MILLS AND THEN PERSONALLY BY AMBASSADOR ALEXANDRAKIS. 
WE UNDERSTAND THE QUESTIONS WHICH MAY BE RAISED IN GREECE 
CONCERNING THESE ASSISTANCE LEVELS, BUT I WOULD HOPE 
THAT YOU WILL ALSO APPRECIATE THE FACTORS WHICH LED TO 
THESE PROPOSALS. 

AS YOU ARE DOUBTLESS AWARE, THE BUDGET PROCESS IN THE 
UNITED STATES - AS IN MANY OTHER NATIONS - HAS A TIMING 
AND PACE INDEPENDENT FROM FOREIGN POLICY AND OTHER CON- 
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CERNS. WHEN PLANNING BEGAN MANY MONTHS AGO FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 1979, CERTAIN ASSUMPTIONS HAD TO BE MADE. GIVEN THE 
ADVANCED STATE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS OF THE US-GREEK DEFENSE 
COOPERATION AGREEMENT AND THE STATUS OF A SIMILAR AGREEMENT 
WITH TURKEY, THE ADMINISTRATION CONCLUDED THAT IT WAS MOST 
LIKELY THAT THE AGREEMENTS WOULD ENTER INTO FORCE SOME 
TIME IN CALENDAR YEAR 1978, AND CERTAINLY BEFORE SEPTEM- 
BER 30, 1979. THUS, IT SEEMED APPROPRIATE THAT THE PRO- 
POSALS FOR FISCAL YEAR 1979 REFLECT FIRST- YEAR LEVELS OF 
BOTH THE GREEK AND TURKISH DCA'S. THE DECISION TO FRAME 
THESE PROPOSALS IN STRICT ACCORDANCE WITH THE AGREEMENTS 
STEMMED FROM OUR DESIRE TO TREAT TWO ALLIES, GREECE AND 
TURKEY, IN AN EVEN-HANDED MANNER. 

WE HAVE ALSO FOUND WE CANNOT JUSTIFY PROPOSING GRANT 
ASSISTANCE, IN THE ABSENCE OF SPECIFIC COMMITMENTS PRO- 
VIDED FOR IN A BILATERAL AGREEMENT, BECAUSE OUR CONGRESS 
HAS LEGISLATED THAT THERE BE A SHIFT IN EMPHASIS FROM 
GRANT ASSISTANCE TO CREDIT SALES FOR RELATIVELY DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES. CONSEQUENTLY, ONLY FOUR NATIONS ARE SCHEDULED 
TO RECEIVE GRANT ASSISTANCE IN THE NEXT FISCAL YEAR. 

THEREFORE, GREECE, AFTER ITS BRILLIANT ECONOMIC RECOVERY, 
COULD NOT BY GENERALLY APPLIED STANDARDS BE A RECIPIENT 
OF GRANT AID WITHOUT A DEFENSE COOPERATION AGREEMENT 
PROVIDING FOR SUCH ASSISTANCE. 

I AM CERTAIN AMBASSADOR ALEXANDRAKIS HAS FORWARDED A FULL 
ACCOUNT OF OUR MEETING ON JANUARY 30. HOWEVER, IF DOUBTS 
STILL PERSIST, I URGE YOU TO ADVISE ME SO THAT WE CAN 
QUICKLY AND IN GOOD FAITH RESOLVE THIS ISSUE TO OUR MUTUAL 
SATISFACTION. THERE WILL ALWAYS BE TIMES WHEN OUR PER- 
CEPTIONS ON CERTAIN ISSUES WILL DIFFER. THIS IS ONLY 
NATURAL. FOLLOWING OUR RECENT DISCUSSIONS IN ATHENS, 

I AM CONVINCED MORE THAN EVER THAT IN THESE INSTANCES WE 
CAN WORK TOGETHER TO ENSURE THAT THE PROCESS OF BUILDING 
A FIRMER US-GREEK RELATIONSHIP IS NOT HARMED. 
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I RECALL THE STRONG DESIRE YOU EXPRESSED IN OUR DISCUSSIONS 
TO SPEED UP THE PROCESS OF CLARIFYING GREECE'S RELATIONSHIP 

WITH NATO. IMMEDIATELY UPON MY RETURN, I ASKED THAT A 
THOROUGH REVIEW BE UNDERTAKEN SO THAT WE MIGHT HELP FACI- 
LITATE AN EXPEDITIOUS RESOLUTION OF THE GREEK-NATO ISSUE. 

WE NOW HAVE THIS ISSUE UNDER ACTIVE CONSIDERATION, AND I 
WANT TO REITERATE OUR INTENTION TO BE AS HELPFUL AS 
POSSIBLE IN THIS PROCESS. WE WOULD CERTAINLY ALSO BE 
PLEASED TO RECEIVE ANY FURTHER VIEWS YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS 
ON THIS SUBJECT. 

AS I PROMISED YOU, WE ARE MOVING AHEAD QUICKLY ON THE 
NOMINATION OF AMBASSADOR MCCLOSKEY AND I EXPECT THAT AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT WILL BE MADE SHORTLY. I LOOK FORWARD TO 
HAVING BOB MCCLOSKEY IN ATHENS AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE 
DATE SO THAT WE CAN STRENGTHEN OUR CONTACT WITH YOU AND 
YOUR GOVERNMENT. 

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU AGAIN ON BEHALF OF MY WIFE AND 
OUR ENTIRE PARTY FOR THE CORDIAL RECEPTION AND GENEROUS 
HOSPITALITY SHOWN US IN ATHENS. 

SINCERELY, CYRUS VANCE. END TEXT. 

2. EMBASSY SHOULD CONVEY FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY 
TO FOREIGN MINISTER PAPALIGOURAS: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR MR. MINISTER: 
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I APPRECIATED THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH YOU DURING MY 
VISIT TO ATHENS LAST WEEK. OUR DISCUSSIONS WERE INDEED 
MOST VALUABLE AND WERE CARRIED OUT IN A SPIRIT AND ATMOS- 
PHERE WHICH SHOULD CHARACTERIZE AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 
BETWEEN TWO OLD AND TRUSTED ALLIES. I AM WRITING 
SEPARATELY TO THE PRIME MINISTER TO FOLLOW UP ON OUR DIS- 
CUSSIONS IN ATHENS AS WELL AS TO SET FORTH OUR THINKING 
ON ANOTHER IMPORTANT MATTER WHICH I KNOW IS OF MAJOR CON- 
CERN TO THE GREEK GOVERNMENT. 

I LOOK FORWARD TO A CONTINUING CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH 
YOU AND, ONCE AGAIN, I WISH TO THANK YOU FOR THE HOSPITALI- 
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TY AND COURTESY WHICH WAS EXTENDED TO OUR PARTY DURING OUR 
MEMORABLE VISIT TO ATHENS. 

SINCERELY, CYRUS VANCE. END TEXT. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
UNQUOTE VANCE 
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SUBJECT: MESSAGES FROM SECRETARY TO PRIME MINISTER CARAMAN- 
LIS ANDFOREIGN MINISTER PAPALIGOURAS 

1 . EMBASSY REQUESTED TO CONVEY FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM 
SECRETARY TO PRIME MINISTER: 

BEGIN TEXT: 
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DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: I WANT TO LET YOU KNOW HOW MUCH 
I ENJOYED THE OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT WITH YOU IN ATHENS A 
WEEK AGO AND HOW MUCH I APPRECIATE THE NEW INSIGHTS I 
GAINED INTO THE SITUATION IN GREECE AND THE EASTERN MEDI- 
TERRANEAN. I CAME AWAY SHARING YOUR VIEW THAT TOGETHER 
WE MUST CONTINUE TO WORK TO ASSURE THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN 
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GREECE AND THE UNITED STATES REMAIN SOLID AND THAT WE 
SHOULD LOSE NO OPPORTUNITY TO IMPROVE UPON THIS RELATION- 
SHIP AS BEFITS OUR HISTORY AS FRIENDS AND ALLIES. 

CERTAINLY, WE MUST DO OUR UTMOST TO PREVENT MISUNDERSTAND- 
INGS FROM HINDERING THE PROCESS OF IMPROVING THIS RELA- 
TIONSHIP. I FULLY APPRECIATED, THEREFORE, YOUR CONCERN 
OVER THE ADMINISTRATION S PROPOSALS ON SECURITY ASSISTANCE 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 1979, WHICH WAS CONVEYED TO ME FIRST BY 

MR. MILLS AND THEN PERSONALLY BY AMBASSADOR ALEXANDRAKIS . 
WE UNDERSTAND THE QUESTIONS WHICH MAY BE RAISED IN GREECE 
CONCERNING THESE ASSISTANCE LEVELS, BUT I WOULD HOPE 
THAT YOU WILL ALSO APPRECIATE THE FACTORS WHICH LED TO 
THESE PROPOSALS. 

AS YOU ARE DOUBTLESS AWARE, THE BUDGET PROCESS IN THE 
UNITED STATES - AS IN MANY OTHER NATIONS - HAS A TIMING 
AND PACE INDEPENDENT FROM FOREIGN POLICY AND OTHER CON- 
CERNS. WHEN PLANNING BEGAN MANY MONTHS AGO FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 1979, CERTAIN ASSUMPTIONS HAD TO BE MADE. GIVEN THE 
ADVANCED STATE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS OF THE US-GREEK DEFENSE 
COOPERATION AGREEMENT AND THE STATUS OF A SIMILAR AGREEMENT 
WITH TURKEY, THE ADMINISTRATION CONCLUDED THAT IT WAS MOST 
LIKELY THAT THE AGREEMENTS WOULD ENTER INTO FORCE SOME 
TIME IN CALENDAR YEAR 1978, AND CERTAINLY BEFORE SEPTEM- 
BER 30, 1979. THUS, IT SEEMED APPROPRIATE THAT THE PRO- 
POSALS FOR FISCAL YEAR 1979 REFLECT FIRST- YEAR LEVELS OF 
BOTH THE GREEK AND TURKISH DCA'S. THE DECISION TO FRAME 
THESE PROPOSALS IN STRICT ACCORDANCE WITH THE AGREEMENTS 
STEMMED FROM OUR DESIRE TO TREAT TWO ALLIES, GREECE AND 
TURKEY, IN AN EVEN-HANDED MANNER. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 027359 

WE HAVE ALSO FOUND WE CANNOT JUSTIFY PROPOSING GRANT 
ASSISTANCE, IN THE ABSENCE OF SPECIFIC COMMITMENTS PRO- 
VIDED FOR IN A BILATERAL AGREEMENT, BECAUSE OUR CONGRESS 
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HAS LEGISLATED THAT THERE BE A SHIFT IN EMPHASIS FROM 
GRANT ASSISTANCE TO CREDIT SALES FOR RELATIVELY DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES. CONSEQUENTLY, ONLY FOUR NATIONS ARE SCHEDULED 
TO RECEIVE GRANT ASSISTANCE IN THE NEXT FISCAL YEAR. 
THEREFORE, GREECE, AFTER ITS BRILLIANT ECONOMIC RECOVERY, 
COULD NOT BY GENERALLY APPLIED STANDARDS BE A RECIPIENT 
OF GRANT AID WITHOUT A DEFENSE COOPERATION AGREEMENT 
PROVIDING FOR SUCH ASSISTANCE. 

I AM CERTAIN AMBASSADOR ALF.XANDR ARTS HAS FORWARDED A FULL 
ACCOUNT OF OUR MEETING ON JANUARY 30. HOWEVER, IF DOUBTS 
STILL PERSIST, I URGE YOU TO ADVISE ME SO THAT WE CAN 
QUICKLY AND IN GOOD FAITH RESOLVE THIS ISSUE TO OUR MUTUAL 
SATISFACTION. THERE WILL ALWAYS BE TIMES WHEN OUR PER- 
CEPTIONS ON CERTAIN ISSUES WILL DIFFER. THIS IS ONLY 
NATURAL. FOLLOWING OUR RECENT DISCUSSIONS IN ATHENS, 

I AM CONVINCED MORE THAN EVER THAT IN THESE INSTANCES WE 
CAN WORK TOGETHER TO ENSURE THAT THE PROCESS OF BUILDING 
A FIRMER US-GREEK RELATIONSHIP IS NOT HARMED. 

I RECALL THE STRONG DESIRE YOU EXPRESSED IN OUR DISCUSSIONS 
TO SPEED UP THE PROCESS OF CLARIFYING GREECE'S RELATIONSHIP 

WITH NATO. IMMEDIATELY UPON MY RETURN, I ASKED THAT A 
THOROUGH REVIEW BE UNDERTAKEN SO THAT WE MIGHT HELP FACI- 
LITATE AN EXPEDITIOUS RESOLUTION OF THE GREEK-NATO ISSUE. 

WE NOW HAVE THIS ISSUE UNDER ACTIVE CONSIDERATION, AND I 
WANT TO REITERATE OUR INTENTION TO BE AS HELPFUL AS 
POSSIBLE IN THIS PROCESS. WE WOULD CERTAINLY ALSO BE 
PLEASED TO RECEIVE ANY FURTHER VIEWS YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS 
ON THIS SUBJECT. 

AS I PROMISED YOU, WE ARE MOVING AHEAD QUICKLY ON THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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NOMINATION OF AMBASSADOR MCCLOSKEY AND I EXPECT THAT AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT WILL BE MADE SHORTLY. I LOOK FORWARD TO 
HAVING BOB MCCLOSKEY IN ATHENS AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE 
DATE SO THAT WE CAN STRENGTHEN OUR CONTACT WITH YOU AND 
YOUR GOVERNMENT. 

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU AGAIN ON BEHALF OF MY WIFE AND 
OUR ENTIRE PARTY FOR THE CORDIAL RECEPTION AND GENEROUS 
HOSPITALITY SHOWN US IN ATHENS. 

SINCERELY, CYRUS VANCE. END TEXT. 

2. EMBASSY SHOULD CONVEY FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY 
TO FOREIGN MINISTER PAPALIGOURAS: 
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BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR MR. MINISTER: 

I APPRECIATED THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH YOU DURING MY 
VISIT TO ATHENS LAST WEEK. OUR DISCUSSIONS WERE INDEED 
MOST VALUABLE AND WERE CARRIED OUT IN A SPIRIT AND ATMOS- 
PHERE WHICH SHOULD CHARACTERIZE AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 
BETWEEN TWO OLD AND TRUSTED ALLIES. I AM WRITING 
SEPARATELY TO THE PRIME MINISTER TO FOLLOW UP ON OUR DIS- 
CUSSIONS IN ATHENS AS WELL AS TO SET FORTH OUR THINKING 
ON ANOTHER IMPORTANT MATTER WHICH I KNOW IS OF MAJOR CON- 
CERN TO THE GREEK GOVERNMENT. 

I LOOK FORWARD TO A CONTINUING CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH 
YOU AND, ONCE AGAIN, I WISH TO THANK YOU FOR THE HOSPITALI- 
TY AND COURTESY WHICH WAS EXTENDED TO OUR PARTY DURING OUR 
MEMORABLE VISIT TO ATHENS. 
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SINCERELY, CYRUS VANCE. END TEXT. VANCE 
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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 027359 

- EXDIS - THE HAGUE FOR AMBASSADOR MCCLOSKEY 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 027359 SENT ACTION ATHENS FEB 01 . 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL STATE 027359 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PDSC, GR 

SUBJECT: MESSAGES FROM SECRETARY TO PRIME MINISTER CARAMAN- 
LIS ANDFOREIGN MINISTER PAPALIGOURAS 

1 . EMBASSY REQUESTED TO CONVEY FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM 
SECRETARY TO PRIME MINISTER: 

BEGIN TEXT: 
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DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: I WANT TO LET YOU KNOW HOW MUCH 
I ENJOYED THE OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT WITH YOU IN ATHENS A 
WEEK AGO AND HOW MUCH I APPRECIATE THE NEW INSIGHTS I 
GAINED INTO THE SITUATION IN GREECE AND THE EASTERN MEDI- 
TERRANEAN. I CAME AWAY SHARING YOUR VIEW THAT TOGETHER 
WE MUST CONTINUE TO WORK TO ASSURE THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN 
GREECE AND THE UNITED STATES REMAIN SOLID AND THAT WE 
SHOULD LOSE NO OPPORTUNITY TO IMPROVE UPON THIS RELATION 
SHIP AS BEFITS OUR HISTORY AS FRIENDS AND ALLIES. 

CERTAINLY, WE MUST DO OUR UTMOST TO PREVENT MISUNDERSTAND- 
INGS FROM HINDERING THE PROCESS OF IMPROVING THIS RELA- 
TIONSHIP. I FULLY APPRECIATED, THEREFORE, YOUR CONCERN 
OVER THE ADMINISTRATION S PROPOSALS ON SECURITY ASSISTANCE 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 1979, WHICH WAS CONVEYED TO ME FIRST BY 

MR. MILLS AND THEN PERSONALLY BY AMBASSADOR ALEXANDRAKIS. 
WE UNDERSTAND THE QUESTIONS WHICH MAY BE RAISED IN GREECE 
CONCERNING THESE ASSISTANCE LEVELS, BUT I WOULD HOPE 
THAT YOU WILL ALSO APPRECIATE THE FACTORS WHICH LED TO 
THESE PROPOSALS. 

AS YOU ARE DOUBTLESS AWARE, THE BUDGET PROCESS IN THE 
UNITED STATES - AS IN MANY OTHER NATIONS - HAS A TIMING 
AND PACE INDEPENDENT FROM FOREIGN POLICY AND OTHER CON- 
CERNS. WHEN PLANNING BEGAN MANY MONTHS AGO FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 1979, CERTAIN ASSUMPTIONS HAD TO BE MADE. GIVEN THE 
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ADVANCED STATE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS OF THE US-GREEK DEFENSE 
COOPERATION AGREEMENT AND THE STATUS OF A SIMILAR AGREEMENT 
WITH TURKEY, THE ADMINISTRATION CONCLUDED THAT IT WAS MOST 
LIKELY THAT THE AGREEMENTS WOULD ENTER INTO FORCE SOME 
TIME IN CALENDAR YEAR 1978, AND CERTAINLY BEFORE SEPTEM- 
BER 30, 1979. THUS, IT SEEMED APPROPRIATE THAT THE PRO- 
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POSALS FOR FISCAL YEAR 1979 REFLECT FIRST- YEAR LEVELS OF 
BOTH THE GREEK AND TURKISH DCA'S. THE DECISION TO FRAME 
THESE PROPOSALS IN STRICT ACCORDANCE WITH THE AGREEMENTS 
STEMMED FROM OUR DESIRE TO TREAT TWO ALLIES, GREECE AND 
TURKEY, IN AN EVEN-HANDED MANNER. 

WE HAVE ALSO FOUND WE CANNOT JUSTIFY PROPOSING GRANT 
ASSISTANCE, IN THE ABSENCE OF SPECIFIC COMMITMENTS PRO- 
VIDED FOR IN A BILATERAL AGREEMENT, BECAUSE OUR CONGRESS 
HAS LEGISLATED THAT THERE BE A SHIFT IN EMPHASIS FROM 
GRANT ASSISTANCE TO CREDIT SALES FOR RELATIVELY DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES. CONSEQUENTLY, ONLY FOUR NATIONS ARE SCHEDULED 
TO RECEIVE GRANT ASSISTANCE IN THE NEXT FISCAL YEAR. 

THEREFORE, GREECE, AFTER ITS BRILLIANT ECONOMIC RECOVERY, 
COULD NOT BY GENERALLY APPLIED STANDARDS BE A RECIPIENT 
OF GRANT AID WITHOUT A DEFENSE COOPERATION AGREEMENT 
PROVIDING FOR SUCH ASSISTANCE. 

I AM CERTAIN AMBASSADOR ALEXANDR ARTS HAS FORWARDED A FULL 
ACCOUNT OF OUR MEETING ON JANUARY 30. HOWEVER, IF DOUBTS 
STILL PERSIST, I URGE YOU TO ADVISE ME SO THAT WE CAN 
QUICKLY AND IN GOOD FAITH RESOLVE THIS ISSUE TO OUR MUTUAL 
SATISFACTION. THERE WILL ALWAYS BE TIMES WHEN OUR PER- 
CEPTIONS ON CERTAIN ISSUES WILL DIFFER. THIS IS ONLY 
NATURAL. FOLLOWING OUR RECENT DISCUSSIONS IN ATHENS, 

I AM CONVINCED MORE THAN EVER THAT IN THESE INSTANCES WE 
CAN WORK TOGETHER TO ENSURE THAT THE PROCESS OF BUILDING 
A FIRMER US-GREEK RELATIONSHIP IS NOT HARMED. 

I RECALL THE STRONG DESIRE YOU EXPRESSED IN OUR DISCUSSIONS 
TO SPEED UP THE PROCESS OF CLARIFYING GREECE'S RELATIONSHIP 

WITH NATO. IMMEDIATELY UPON MY RETURN, I ASKED THAT A 
THOROUGH REVIEW BE UNDERTAKEN SO THAT WE MIGHT HELP FACI- 
LITATE AN EXPEDITIOUS RESOLUTION OF THE GREEK-NATO ISSUE. 

WE NOW HAVE THIS ISSUE UNDER ACTIVE CONSIDERATION, AND I 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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WANT TO REITERATE OUR INTENTION TO BE AS HELPFUL AS 
POSSIBLE IN THIS PROCESS. WE WOULD CERTAINLY ALSO BE 
PLEASED TO RECEIVE ANY FURTHER VIEWS YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS 
ON THIS SUBJECT. 

AS I PROMISED YOU, WE ARE MOVING AHEAD QUICKLY ON THE 
NOMINATION OF AMBASSADOR MCCLOSKEY AND I EXPECT THAT AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT WILL BE MADE SHORTLY. I LOOK FORWARD TO 
HAVING BOB MCCLOSKEY IN ATHENS AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE 
DATE SO THAT WE CAN STRENGTHEN OUR CONTACT WITH YOU AND 
YOUR GOVERNMENT. 

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU AGAIN ON BEHALF OF MY WIFE AND 
OUR ENTIRE PARTY FOR THE CORDIAL RECEPTION AND GENEROUS 
HOSPITALITY SHOWN US IN ATHENS. 

SINCERELY, CYRUS VANCE. END TEXT. 

2. EMBASSY SHOULD CONVEY FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY 
TO FOREIGN MINISTER PAPALIGOURAS: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR MR. MINISTER: 

I APPRECIATED THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH YOU DURING MY 
VISIT TO ATHENS LAST WEEK. OUR DISCUSSIONS WERE INDEED 
MOST VALUABLE AND WERE CARRIED OUT IN A SPIRIT AND ATMOS- 
PHERE WHICH SHOULD CHARACTERIZE AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 
BETWEEN TWO OLD AND TRUSTED ALLIES. I AM WRITING 
SEPARATELY TO THE PRIME MINISTER TO FOLLOW UP ON OUR DIS- 
CUSSIONS IN ATHENS AS WELL AS TO SET FORTH OUR THINKING 
ON ANOTHER IMPORTANT MATTER WHICH I KNOW IS OF MAJOR CON- 
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CERN TO THE GREEK GOVERNMENT. 

I LOOK FORWARD TO A CONTINUING CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH 
YOU AND, ONCE AGAIN, I WISH TO THANK YOU FOR THE HOSPITALI- 
TY AND COURTESY WHICH WAS EXTENDED TO OUR PARTY DURING OUR 
MEMORABLE VISIT TO ATHENS. 

SINCERELY, CYRUS VANCE. END TEXT. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
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SUBJECT: MESSAGES FROM SECRETARY TO PRIME MINISTER CARAMAN- 
LIS ANDFOREIGN MINISTER PAPALIGOURAS 

1 . EMBASSY REQUESTED TO CONVEY FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM 
SECRETARY TO PRIME MINISTER: 
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BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR MR. PRIME MINISTER: I WANT TO LET YOU KNOW HOW MUCH 
I ENJOYED THE OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT WITH YOU IN ATHENS A 
WEEK AGO AND HOW MUCH I APPRECIATE THE NEW INSIGHTS I 
GAINED INTO THE SITUATION IN GREECE AND THE EASTERN MEDI- 
TERRANEAN. I CAME AWAY SHARING YOUR VIEW THAT TOGETHER 
WE MUST CONTINUE TO WORK TO ASSURE THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN 
GREECE AND THE UNITED STATES REMAIN SOLID AND THAT WE 
SHOULD LOSE NO OPPORTUNITY TO IMPROVE UPON THIS RELATION- 
SHIP AS BEFITS OUR HISTORY AS FRIENDS AND ALLIES. 

CERTAINLY, WE MUST DO OUR UTMOST TO PREVENT MISUNDERSTAND- 
INGS FROM HINDERING THE PROCESS OF IMPROVING THIS RELA- 
TIONSHIP. I FULLY APPRECIATED. THEREFORE, YOUR CONCERN 
OVER THE ADMINISTRATION S PROPOSALS ON SECURITY ASSISTANCE 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 1979, WHICH WAS CONVEYED TO ME FIRST BY 

MR. MILLS AND THEN PERSONALLY BY AMBASSADOR ALEXANDRAKIS. 
WE UNDERSTAND THE QUESTIONS WHICH MAY BE RAISED IN GREECE 
CONCERNING THESE ASSISTANCE LEVELS, BUT I WOULD HOPE 
THAT YOU WILL ALSO APPRECIATE THE FACTORS WHICH LED TO 
THESE PROPOSALS. 

AS YOU ARE DOUBTLESS AWARE, THE BUDGET PROCESS IN THE 
UNITED STATES - AS IN MANY OTHER NATIONS - HAS A TIMING 
AND PACE INDEPENDENT FROM FOREIGN POLICY AND OTHER CON- 
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CERNS. WHEN PLANNING BEGAN MANY MONTHS AGO FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 1979, CERTAIN ASSUMPTIONS HAD TO BE MADE. GIVEN THE 
ADVANCED STATE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS OF THE US-GREEK DEFENSE 
COOPERATION AGREEMENT AND THE STATUS OF A SIMILAR AGREEMENT 
WITH TURKEY, THE ADMINISTRATION CONCLUDED THAT IT WAS MOST 
LIKELY THAT THE AGREEMENTS WOULD ENTER INTO FORCE SOME 
TIME IN CALENDAR YEAR 1978, AND CERTAINLY BEFORE SEPTEM- 
BER 30, 1979. THUS, IT SEEMED APPROPRIATE THAT THE PRO- 
POSALS FOR FISCAL YEAR 1979 REFLECT FIRST- YEAR LEVELS OF 
BOTH THE GREEK AND TURKISH DCA'S. THE DECISION TO FRAME 
THESE PROPOSALS IN STRICT ACCORDANCE WITH THE AGREEMENTS 
STEMMED FROM OUR DESIRE TO TREAT TWO ALLIES, GREECE AND 
TURKEY, IN AN EVEN-HANDED MANNER. 

WE HAVE ALSO FOUND WE CANNOT JUSTIFY PROPOSING GRANT 
ASSISTANCE, IN THE ABSENCE OF SPECIFIC COMMITMENTS PRO- 
VIDED FOR IN A BILATERAL AGREEMENT, BECAUSE OUR CONGRESS 
HAS LEGISLATED THAT THERE BE A SHIFT IN EMPHASIS FROM 
GRANT ASSISTANCE TO CREDIT SALES FOR RELATIVELY DEVELOPED 
COUNTRIES. CONSEQUENTLY, ONLY FOUR NATIONS ARE SCHEDULED 
TO RECEIVE GRANT ASSISTANCE IN THE NEXT FISCAL YEAR. 
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THEREFORE, GREECE, AFTER ITS BRILLIANT ECONOMIC RECOVERY, 
COULD NOT BY GENERALLY APPLIED STANDARDS BE A RECIPIENT 
OF GRANT AID WITHOUT A DEFENSE COOPERATION AGREEMENT 
PROVIDING FOR SUCH ASSISTANCE. 

I AM CERTAIN AMBASSADOR ALF.XANDR ARTS HAS FORWARDED A FULL 
ACCOUNT OF OUR MEETING ON JANUARY 30. HOWEVER, IF DOUBTS 
STILL PERSIST, I URGE YOU TO ADVISE ME SO THAT WE CAN 
QUICKLY AND IN GOOD FAITH RESOLVE THIS ISSUE TO OUR MUTUAL 
SATISFACTION. THERE WILL ALWAYS BE TIMES WHEN OUR PER- 
CEPTIONS ON CERTAIN ISSUES WILL DIFFER. THIS IS ONLY 
NATURAL. FOLLOWING OUR RECENT DISCUSSIONS IN ATHENS, 

I AM CONVINCED MORE THAN EVER THAT IN THESE INSTANCES WE 
CAN WORK TOGETHER TO ENSURE THAT THE PROCESS OF BUILDING 
A FIRMER US-GREEK RELATIONSHIP IS NOT HARMED. 
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I RECALL THE STRONG DESIRE YOU EXPRESSED IN OUR DISCUSSIONS 
TO SPEED UP THE PROCESS OF CLARIFYING GREECE'S RELATIONSHIP 

WITH NATO. IMMEDIATELY UPON MY RETURN, I ASKED THAT A 
THOROUGH REVIEW BE UNDERTAKEN SO THAT WE MIGHT HELP FACI- 
LITATE AN EXPEDITIOUS RESOLUTION OF THE GREEK-NATO ISSUE. 

WE NOW HAVE THIS ISSUE UNDER ACTIVE CONSIDERATION, AND I 
WANT TO REITERATE OUR INTENTION TO BE AS HELPFUL AS 
POSSIBLE IN THIS PROCESS. WE WOULD CERTAINLY ALSO BE 
PLEASED TO RECEIVE ANY FURTHER VIEWS YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS 
ON THIS SUBJECT. 

AS I PROMISED YOU, WE ARE MOVING AHEAD QUICKLY ON THE 
NOMINATION OF AMBASSADOR MCCLOSKEY AND I EXPECT THAT AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT WILL BE MADE SHORTLY. I LOOK FORWARD TO 
HAVING BOB MCCLOSKEY IN ATHENS AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE 
DATE SO THAT WE CAN STRENGTHEN OUR CONTACT WITH YOU AND 
YOUR GOVERNMENT. 

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU AGAIN ON BEHALF OF MY WIFE AND 
OUR ENTIRE PARTY FOR THE CORDIAL RECEPTION AND GENEROUS 
HOSPITALITY SHOWN US IN ATHENS. 

SINCERELY, CYRUS VANCE. END TEXT. 

2. EMBASSY SHOULD CONVEY FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY 
TO FOREIGN MINISTER PAPALIGOURAS: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR MR. MINISTER: 
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I APPRECIATED THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH YOU DURING MY 
VISIT TO ATHENS LAST WEEK. OUR DISCUSSIONS WERE INDEED 
MOST VALUABLE AND WERE CARRIED OUT IN A SPIRIT AND ATMOS- 
PHERE WHICH SHOULD CHARACTERIZE AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS 
BETWEEN TWO OLD AND TRUSTED ALLIES. I AM WRITING 
SEPARATELY TO THE PRIME MINISTER TO FOLLOW UP ON OUR DIS- 
CUSSIONS IN ATHENS AS WELL AS TO SET FORTH OUR THINKING 
ON ANOTHER IMPORTANT MATTER WHICH I KNOW IS OF MAJOR CON- 
CERN TO THE GREEK GOVERNMENT. 

I LOOK FORWARD TO A CONTINUING CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WITH 
YOU AND, ONCE AGAIN, I WISH TO THANK YOU FOR THE HOSPITALI- 
TY AND COURTESY WHICH WAS EXTENDED TO OUR PARTY DURING OUR 
MEMORABLE VISIT TO ATHENS. 

SINCERELY, CYRUS VANCE. END TEXT. VANCE UNQUOTE VANCE 
UNQUOTE VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** EXDIS 
*** Current Classification *** CONFIDENTIAL 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS, PRIME MINISTER, TEXT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: <CONCATENATED> 

Draft Date: 01 feb 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE027359 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: JHMORTON/RCEWING:VSS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: n/a 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780049-0117 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 978/newtext/tl 978021 1 0/aaaafoek.tel 

Line Count: 1115 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON MICROFILM, TEXT ON-LINE 
Message ID: b38d08ce-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 21 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: ANOMALY 
Review Date: 29 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3452452 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> gwr 970826 

Subject: MESSAGES FROM SECRETARY TO PRIME MINISTER CARAMAN- LIS ANDFOREIGN MINISTER PAPALIGOURAS 
TAGS: PDIP, GR, PDIP, (CARAMANLIS, CONSTANTINE) 

To: ATHENS 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b38d08ce-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



